
Tickets available at 206.543.4880 and 

on-line at http://depts.washington.edu/uwdrama 
 

 

 Are you missing out? 

Have you subscribed to our E-News yet?  If not, visit our website and 
sign up today.  It’s easy and takes less than a minute.  We’ll send you 

monthly e-mails reminding you of productions, special events and other 
significant news from the School of Drama. 

Comments?  

Join the E-News list at: http://depts.washington.edu/uwdrama 

This Season at the School of  Drama 

 

 

Our Lady of 121st Street 

by Stephen Adly Guirgis 

directed by  

Meany Studio Theatre 

October 31-November 11 

 

Arabian Nights 

by  

directed by  

Penthouse Theatre 

November 28-December 9 

 

 

Special Thanks to: 
ACT 

Seattle Repertory Theatre 
Seattle Opera 

Cornish College of the Arts 

Penthouse Theatre 

67st Season 

442th Production 



Ring Round the Moon 
By Jean Anouilh 

Adapted By Christopher Fry 

Director  John Langs 

Scenic Design  Bill Forester 

Costume Design  Katie Hegarty 

Lighting Design  Lara Wilder 

Sound Design  Matt Starrit 

Stage Manager  Emily Purington 

   

Technical Director  Bob Boehler 

Assistant Director  Do we have one? 

Assistant Lighting Designer  Amiya Brown 

Dramaturg   

Assistant Stage Manager  Yeojin Chung 

Prop Master  Chris Morris 

 Scenic Artists  Jordan Baker, Andrew Layton 

Costume Construction Crew   Will Alvin, Kim Newton, Inci Kangal, 
Christine Kuchler Tschirgi, Christine 
Pepper Smith, Rebecca Quist 

Master Carpenter    Tres Tracy-Ballon 

Electricians  Drama 212 Students 

Running Crew   

Master Electrician   Dave Hult 

Wig Master  Joyce Degenfelder 

 Did You Know? 
 THE UW SCHOOL OF DRAMA ... 

●  was hailed in the NY Times as  “… one of the nation’s most often  
mentioned MFA acting programs by casting directors and theatrical 
agents”? 

●  for six consecutive years, faculty, staff and the school have been honored 
by prestigious UW awards including the UW Distinguished Teaching 
Award (4), UW Distinguished Staff Award (1) and the Brotman Award 
for Instructional Excellence in undergraduate education? 

●  alumni and/or faculty have founded theatres such as ACT, Oregon  
Shakespeare Festival, The Empty Space Theatre and most recently, The 
Washington Ensemble Theatre (W.E.T.) hailed by the Seattle Weekly as 

●  is the region’s only comprehensive institution in theatre education  

offering a BA, Ph.D., and MFA’s in directing, design, and acting? 

●  has one Tony Award winner and a multiple Tony Award nominee on its 
faculty?  

School of Drama 
HONORARY ADVISORY BOARD 

Peter Donnelly, Chair 

David Armstrong  The 5th Avenue Theatre 

John Aylward  Alumnus and Actor 

Kurt Beattie ACT Theatre 

Timothy Bond  Oregon Shakespeare Festival 

David Esbjornson  Seattle Repertory Theatre 

Jean Burch Falls  Actor  

Linda Hartzell Seattle Children’s Theatre 

Lori Larsen  Alumna and Actor/Director 

Kevin Maifeld  Seattle Children’s Theatre 

Benjamin Moore  Seattle Repertory Theatre 

Speight Jenkings Seattle Opera 

Allison Narver  Director 

Sharon Ott  Director 

Pat Patten  Director 

Laura Penn  INTIMAN Theatre 

Pamela Reed  Alumna and Actor 

Marilynn Sheldon  The 5th Avenue Theatre 

Bartlett Sher  INTIMAN Theatre 

Jean Smart  Alumna and Actor 

Charlotte Tiencken Tacoma Actor’s Guild 

Susan Trapnell ACT Theatre 



 

Adopt  
An Actor  

 

 

ADOPT-AN-ACTOR  

for the  

 

A critical step in launching our actors’ 
professional careers is presenting 
them to artistic and casting directors, 
agents, and other VIPs in the theatre, 
film and television industries, in Los  

Angeles and New York, as well  

as Seattle.  This is our Showcase Audi-
tion Tour. 

 

The Adopt-an-Actor program pro-
vides a major portion of the funding 
needed to bring the Showcase to a 
successful  
conclusion.  
 

Donors become part of the PATP 
family and are matched with  
individual actors.  
 

Donations become part of a  
continuing fund which sends the en-
tire PATP graduating class on the 
Showcase Tour each year. 

 

Please See Our Brochures in the Lobby 

Help a rising star  

launch a career in theatre 

 

Join the                            

Support the School of Drama! 
 

To donate to the School of Drama, please make your check  

payable to UW Foundation/Drama and mail to:  
 

UW School of Drama, Box 353950, Seattle WA 98195-3950.   
 

To give on-line, go to:  

 

Cast 

    *  Denotes members of the Professional Actor Training Program 

Joshua, a crumbling butler  Jose A. Rufino 

Hugo, a young man about town  Jacob Ortuno 

Frederic, his brother in love with...   Jacob Ortuno 

Diana Messerschmann, engaged to 
Fredric 

 Mary Bliss Mather 

Lady India, Messerschmann’s  

mistress  

 Christina Nicolaou 

Patrice Bombelles, Messerschman’s 
secretive secretary 

 Jermiah Davis 

Madame Desmortes, aunt to Hugo, 
Fredric and Lady India 

 Katharine McLeod 

Capulet,  her faded companion  Lisa Balloun 

Messerschmann, Diana’s father  David Folsom 

Romainville, a patron of the arts  Quinlan Corbett 

Isabelle, a young Parisian dancer  Montana von Fliss 

Mother, Isabelle’s mother  Katrina Taylor 

Synopsis of Scenes : 

 The Action of the play passes in a Winter Garden in Spring, 

Act 1 
Sc.1 Early Morning 

Sc. 2 The same evening, before the ball. 
Act II 

Sc.1 The same evening, The ball. 
Act III 

Sc.1 The same evening. After supper 
Sc.2 Dawn 

 



Director’s Note 

 I remember critiques in grad school where there were earnest discus-
sions about what was and wasn’t a “large play.” As far as I could tell a large play 
was anything having to do with war, politics, and men. “Small plays” involved love, 
family, and women. I suppose The Water Children is a medium-sized play because 
it deals with a political issue-abortion-but it is also about love, family and a 
woman making peace with her past.   After I had my own children, I was unable 
to see abortion as matter-of-factly as I did before. I realized that in the event of a 
unplanned pregnancy now, I would probably choose to have the child. At the 
same time, I realized an accidental pregnancy in your thirties when you are mar-
ried and employed is very different from an accidental pregnancy when you are 
sixteen, alone and poor. So my emotional self was at war with my rational, femi-
nist self. 

About the Author 

  

 Wendy MacLeod's most recent play Juvenilia premiered Fall 2003 Off-
Broadway at Playwrights Horizons. Her play The Water Children premiered at 
Playwrights Horizons as a co-production with The Women's Project and was 
subsequently done at L.A.'s Matrix Theater where it was cited as "the most chal-
lenging political play of 1998" by the L.A. Weekly and earned six L.A. Drama 
Critics Circle nominations. Her plays Sin and Schoolgirl Figure both premiered at 
The Goodman, directed by David Petrarca. Her play The House of yes became an 
award-winning Miramax film starring Parker Posey, earning a Special Jury Award 
at Sundance. The play has also been done in L.A., at Soho Rep, at The Maxim 
Gorki Theater in Berlin and at The Gate Theater in London, where it was se-
lected to be published in Plays International. Her children's musical, How to make 
an apple pie and see the world, based on Marjorie Priceman's book, premiered at 
The Kennedy Center. Her new play Things being what they are premiered this 
spring at the Seattle Repertory theatre and was seen at Steppenwolf in Chicago. 
A New Dramatist alumna and a graduate of the Yale School of Drama, she is the 
playwright-in-residence at her alma mater, Kenyon College. She is a member of 
the Dramatists Guild. 

 

Further Reading 

La Fleur, William R. 1992. Liquid Life: Abortion and Buddhism in Japan. Princeton: 
Princeton University, Press. 

Harrison, Elizabeth. 1995. “Women’s Responses to child loss in Japan: The Case 
of Mizuko Kuyo.” Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion 11-2:67-94 

School of Drama 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Sarah Nash Gates 

FACULTY 
Professors 

Jon Jory, Sarah Nash Gates,  
Thomas Lynch, Barry Witham 

 

Associate Professors 
Sarah Bryant-Bertail, Valerie  
Curtis-Newton, Mark Jenkins,  
Odai Johnson,  Shanga Parker 

 
Assistant Professors 

Geoff Korf, Catherine Madden 
 

Visiting Assistant Professor 
Marla Carlson 

 
Adjunct Faculty 

Herbert Blau 
 

Senior Lecturers 
Judith Shahn, Deborah Trout 

 
Lecturer 

Chris Walker 
 

Artists in Residence 

K.J. Sanchez, Andrew Tsao 

 

Part Time Faculty 

Geoffrey Alm, Scott Hafso,  
Nancy Knott, Amy Williams 

RETIRED & EMERITUS FACULTY  

Jack Clay, Betty Comtois, James Crider, 

Robert Dahlstrom, William Forrester,  

Vanick Galstaun, Robert Hobbs, Jack  

Sydow, Aurora Valentinetti, Jack Wolcott 
STAFF 

Kris Bain, director of communications 

Jordan Baker, scenic artist 

Tres Tracy Ballon, master carpenter 

Bob Boehler, technical director 

Sue Bruns, graduate program 

Kathryn Burch, administrator 

Alex Danilchik, scene shop manager 

Bill Dock, computer specialist 

Josie Gardner, costume shop manager 

Danny Geiger, director of gifts and donor relations 

Jennifer Gleason, office assistant 

Kate Goldyn, development assistant 

Kathy Holliday, academic advisor 

Valerie Mayse, costume specialist 

Charlie Pennebaker, master electrician 

Dena Petersen, fiscal specialist 

Brandon Petty, assistant to the 

general manager 

Deborah Skorstad, costume lead 

School of Drama  
ADVISORY BOARD  
Mark B. Levine, Chair 

Therese Barnette 

Mark Chamberlin 

Brad Edwards 

Tom Estep 

Elaine Ethier 

Joanne Euster 

Kathy Page Feek 

Gary Furlong 

Steve Goldblatt 

Ellen Hazzard 

Stephanie Hilbert 

Laura Kern 

Nancy Mertel 

Carlo Montejo 

Carol Munro 

Nadine Murray 

Patti Rosendahl 

Peggy Scales 

Ron Simons 

Elisabeth Squires 

Tammy Talman 

John Vadino 

Howard Voorheis 

Joan Voorheis 

The School of Drama is proud to be a member of Theatre Puget Sound 
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