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ABOUT THE PLAY

TIME: ACT I - Early Evening, Independence Day, 1977. ACT II - The following morning.

PLACE: The Talley Place, a farm near Lebanon, MO.

Fifth of July runs 2 hours and 15 minutes, with one 15 minute intermission.

We want to hear from youl

We invite you to share your feedback and provide suggestions
to help us shape your experience with the School of Drama.

Take our brief audience survey at: http://bitly/ 1/722rTX
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ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Valerie Curtis-Newton is the Head of Performance -

Acting and Directing at the University of Washington
School of Drama and is an Artistic Associate at ACT — A
Contemporary Theatre and serves as the Artistic Director
for The Hansberry Project, a professional African American
theatre lab. She was previously the Artistic Director of
Seattle's Ethnic Cultural Theatre and Hartford's Performing
Ensemble, Inc. and has worked with Actors’ Theatre

of Louisville, Alabama Shakespeare Festival, Intiman
Theatre, Seattle Children’s Theatre, The Mark Taper
Forum, New York Theatre Workshop, Tacoma Actors’ Guild,
Southern Repertory Theatre, Capitol Repertory Theatre,
and Northwest Asian American Theatre.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

Lanford Wilson (April 13, 1937 — March 24, 2011) was
an American playwright who helped advance the Off-
Off-Broadway theater movement. Wilson received the
Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1980, was elected in 2001 to
the Theater Hall of Fame and to the American Academy
of Arts and Letters in 2004. He was nominated for three
Tony Awards and won a Drama Desk Award and an Obie
Award. Wilson’s 1964 short play, The Madness of Lady
Bright, was his first significant success and led to further
works treating gay identity and other social issues
throughout the 1960s. Fifth of July was first produced

at Circle Rep in 1978. It premiered on Broadway in 1980
and was later produced as a made-for-television movie.

DIRECTOR'S NOTE

“What do you do when the fireworks are over?” It is the
central question of our production of Lanford Wilson’s
Fifth of July. And I think that there are a lot of people
asking that question right now. We have been on fire with
political fomenting for more than a decade now. People are
exhausted, battling malaise and looking for a way forward.
Fifth of July continues to be relevant. It is a play about
people who have spent themselves in the political battles
of their era and are now faced with what to do with the
rest of their lives. And as they wrestle with that central
question, they snipe and fight; they cajole and test; they
hide from each other and hold each other accountable.
And ultimately, they love each other into a shared future
in which each of them does his or her part. That’s what
resonates with me in the play.

Aunt Sally Tally has it absolutely right: “Life goes on.
It goes on and then it stops. You can’t worry about the
stopping; you have to worry about the going on.”

Valerie Curtis-Newton, Director

FURTHER READING

Check out our online resource guide where you can learn
more about each play, playwright, and more:

guides.lib.washington.edu/sthofjuly

2013-14 MAINSTAGE SEASON

Reading to Vegetables

by EM Lewis

directed by Tina Polzin

January 29 - February 9

Glenn Hughes Penthouse Theatre

Arabian Nights

by Mary Zimmerman

directed by Leah Adcock-Starr
February 26 - March 9

Floyd and Delores Jones Playhouse

The Beggar’s Opera

by Vaclav Havel

directed by R. Hamilton Wright
April 23 - May 4

Floyd and Delores Jones Playhouse

The Workroom

by Jean-Claude Grumberg
directed by Mark Jenkins

May 28 - June 8

Glenn Hughes Penthouse Theatre

AND MORE EVENTS THIS SEASON!

BEYOND THE MAINSTAGE

Café Variations

Adapted from The Cafe Plays written by Charles
L. Mee, Jr.

Directed by Anne Bogart

Created & Performed by SITI Company
November 14 - 16

Floyd & Delores Jones Playhouse

Woyzeck

By Georg Biichner

Directed By Elizabeth Schiffler

Produced by the Undergraduate Theater Society
November 21 - December 8

Cabaret Theatre

Theatre from the Inside Out: Andrew
McMasters & Jet City Improv

An evening of comedy improv

Wednesday, January 22

UW Club

CONTACT US

UW School of Drama
101 Hutchinson Hall
Box 353950

Seattle WA 98195-3950
206.543.5140
drama.uw.edu




SCHOOL OF DRAMA
UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON

The UW School of Drama celebrates, develops and prepares for employment the 21st century artist through
innovative education, practical application and connection to the world of performing art. Our award-
winning, interdisciplinary faculty is dedicated to enabling each artist to reach their creative potential and our
alumni are advancing the artistic conversation through innovative and diverse work across the globe.

We offer a four-year undergraduate liberal arts education, MFA degrees in acting, design, and directing, and
a PhD in theatre history and criticism. Our location in Seattle, one of the great theatre cities of the world, and
in a region noted for creative entrepreneurship, makes our school a unique place to learn, work, and perform.
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MAJOR DONORS

We wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to all those who have made a
financial contribution to the School of Drama in the past 16 months
(July 1, 2012 — Oct 29, 2013). Your gifts make a genuine impact in
the lives of our students, and in turn, within the greater theatre
community. Full list of donors at: drama.aav.edu/about/donors
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