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THE OCTAVIA

written by ANNE WASHBURN directed by KEN RUS SCHMOLL

Stage Manager Assistant Directors
Andrew Forrest Amanda Friou
Cody Holliday-Haefner

CAST

XERXES, a Greek slave/GAIUS CASSIUS, A SENALOT .........ccueeveecreecreecreeireeirneiseanns Skye Edwards

PETRONIUS, a writer/PARIS, QN ACLOT .......cccovurueseerrenieiesienseeteseeseessestessesseseens Phillip Ray Guevara

NERO, @ DOY, €LC. .ueecueeeeeeeeieeeeeieeieeeieesieesteeseesseessesaessessseessesseesssesssesssesssesssesnsens Michael Place

POPPEA, A T@ARCA. .......eeoeeeeereeeeeeeeereeeeteeeeeeeeiteeeeeeeeeaveesaseessseessseesssssessssesnsasennes Hazel Lozano

SENECA, a philosopher and man of [etters.............uceueveeveeneneneeseeneeneneeseeseennes Jeffrey Fracé

AGRIPPINA, mother of Nero/LESTIA, @ PTOSHIHULE.........c.cceeueecveecreeieereesieeeaeeiaeans Porscha Shaw

OTHO, a sophisticate/BURRUS, AAUISOT t0 INETO......cceeververrenereeresrenreseesaensenneas Adrian Tafesh

OCTAVIA, a girl/ATTIUS, Q1N QSSISEANL......c.coourvueereririesierenieeeseneeeteseesseseeeeneens Tamsen Glaser

SEAGE DITCCLIONS. ... veeeveeeveereeieesteeeseesieesteesseesseessaesseesssaessesssesssesssessseesessssesseesssessen Andrew Forrest and Amanda Friou

Part 1 - Tinder
Part 2 - Flame
Part 3 - Ash (unwritten)

The presentation runs about 8.5 hours including two intermissions and one lunch break

Special acknowledgments: Todd London, Karen Hartman, University of Washington, Josh Beerman, Anne Stewart, Alain Gowing

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

Anne Washburn’s recent plays include 10 out of 12 (Soho Rep), Antlia Pneumatica (Playwrights Horizons), Mr.
Burns (Woolly Mammoth), Devil At Noon (A.T.L. Humana Festival), The Small (Clubbed Thumb), transadaptations
of Euripides' Iphigenia In Aulis (Classic Stage Company) Orestes (Folger) and The Internationalist (13P;
VineyardTheater). Honors include a Alpert award, a Guggenheim, a Whiting, a PEN/Laura Pels award, a NYFA
fellowship, and several MacDowell and Yaddo residencies.She is an associated artist with The Civilians, Clubbed
Thumb, New Georges, Chochiqq, and an alumna of New Dramatists and 13P.

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Ken Rus Schmoll is a freelance director based in New York City. He directed the world premieres of three Anne
Washburn plays: The Internationalist for 13P, October/November at Ensemble Studio Theatre, and Antlia
Pneumatica last season at Playwrights Horizons. Other recent credits include MJ Kaufman’s Sagittarius Ponderosa
for the National Asian American Theatre Company, Jenny Schwartz and Todd Almond’s Jowa at Playwrights
Horizons (Drama League Award nomination), Max Posner’s Judy for Page 73, Ayad Akhtar’s The Invisible Hand at
New York Theatre Workshop (Lucille Lortel Award nomination), and Jordan Harrison’s The Grown-Up at the
Humana Festival of New American Plays. He is a usual suspect at New York Theatre Workshop, an affiliated artist
with Clubbed Thumb, co-mentor of the Clubbed Thumb Directing Fellowship, a three-time Sundance Theatre
Institute alum, a former co-chair of the Soho Rep Writer/Director Lab, and the recipient of two Obie Awards.



PLAYWRIGHT'S NOTE

In 2005 I read Caryl Churchill’s difficult but very toothsome translation of
Tysestes, a gruesome play by the Stoic philosopher and playwright Sene-
ca. Seneca was tutor and advisor to the young emperor Nero and, in her
introduction, Churchill mentioned the existence of a curiosity, a play called
Octavia, in which both Seneca and the emperor Nero appear as characters.
Octavia is a ripped-from-the-headlines drama written at or not long after
the time of the events it depicts: Nero’s divorce and murder of his wife, Oc-
tavia, the daughter of the emperor Claudius who preceded him. For years
this play was attributed to Seneca, though scholars no longer believe that
to be the case.

I became interested in the question of what it would be like to be a sto-

ic philosopher—a man whose life work is to consider how human beings
ought to behave—placed in the position of influencing the behavior of the
most powerful man in the world. I became interested in the question of
what it would be like to be a playwright, creating the man whose role, em-
peror, is unimaginably powerful.

And I wondered who had written Octavia.

I received a commission from Yale Rep to write a play, which we all as-
sumed would be of normal length, about the relationship between Seneca
and Nero. I began writing it in the summer of 2007 and it quickly became
clear, within the first half hour, that the material instead required unusual
length to explore itself fully. I wrote a playsworth of material and then put
it aside for other tasks I needed to complete more quickly. In 2008 the di-
rector Ken Schmoll and I worked for a week at the invaluable New Drama-
tists, a playwrights service organization in New York headed at that time
by Todd London, to workshop the material I had thus far. The response
was encouraging and a few years later I wrote another two hours and Ken
and I workshopped the whole in two days. The time since then has been
taken up with other deadlines and other plays, with productions, teaching.
I have been wanting to return to the play and to finish it; in part because

a play which is not completed is a ghost hovering saggily in the corner

like an only half deflated helium balloon, and in part because I'm curious
how it all comes out. But marshalling the resources of time and attention
to complete this play had alluded me until Todd London’s very generous
invitation to come work here. In the past few months Ken and I have been
working with a group of very talented and game graduate students, as well
as two very fine professional actors, to workshop the material as it exists so
far, and to give me a chance to move forward with the project in an undi-
vided fashion.

This draft is not yet complete; I believe we are somewhere around the two-
third mark, I should be done with the play by March.

When writing a play based on historical events, the task of the playwright
is to research like mad, and then to write towards your curiosities, to write
the scenes that history hasn’t been able to illuminate to your satisfaction.
Most of the events in this play are true, or reasonably true, as best as we
are able to determine the truth. I've been interested, during this election,
in seeing how quickly and persistently lies constellate around political per-
sonalities—powerful women in particular—and so I have, sometimes with
reluctance, abandoned some of the most scurrilous and interesting rumors
which surround these figures.

- Anne Washburn, January 2017

UPCOMING LAB PROJECTS

Cino Nights

directed by Daniel Talbott

Taking place at found performance
spaces in the U-District

Late February/Early March

More info at www.uwdramalabs.com

REMAINING MAINSTAGE SHOWS

Maple and Vine

by Jordan Harrison

directed by Sean Ryan

January 17-29

Floyd and Delores Jones Playhouse

As You Like It

by William Shakespeare

directed by Jeffrey Fracé
February 7-19

Glenn Hughes Penthouse Theatre

Orlando

adapted by Sarah Ruhl

from the novel by Virginia Woolfe
directed by L. Zane Jones

April 25-May 7

Glenn Hughes Penthouse Theatre

Sueiio

by José Rivera

directed by Jane Jones

May 23—June 4, 2017

Floyd and Delores Jones Playhouse

CONTACT US

UW School of Drama

101 Hutchinson Hall

Box 353950

Seattle WA 98195-3950
206.543.5140

Website: drama.uw.edu
Facebook: UWDrama
Twitter: @UWDrama
Instagram: uwdrama

UW Arts Ticket Office
1313 NE 41st St
206.543.4880

AUDIENCE FEEDBACK

Let us know what you thought!

www.uwdramalabs.com/offer-
feedback




SCHOOL OF DRAMA
UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON

The University of Washington School of Drama develops innovative and courageous artists and scholars
poised to be the creative leaders of tomorrow. Our dynamic, award-winning faculty is dedicated to enabling
each student to reach their full potential and our alumni are advancing the artistic conversation through

innovative and diverse work across the globe.

We offer MFA degrees in acting, design, and directing, a four-year undergraduate liberal arts education in
Drama or Musical Theatre, and a PhD in theatre history and criticism.

FACULTY AND STAFF

Executive Director, Todd London

FACULTY

Professors

Tim Bond

Catherine Cole
Valerie Curtis-Newton

Senior Artist-in-Residence
Karen Hartman

Artist-in-Residence

Mgrk Jeﬁlkins Wilson Mendieta
Odai Johnson Lecturers
Geoff Korf Geoffrey Alm
Todd London Kwame Braun
Thomas Lynch Andrew D. Smith
Asgfociate Professors Emeritus Faculty
Jeffrey Fracé .
Scott Magelssen Sarlzi}a%ryant—Bertall
Deora vt ek
rew Tsao
. W Robert Dahlstrom
Assistant Prolfessor Bill Forrester
Stefka Mihaylova Robert Hobbs
A{lﬁliate Professor Judith Shahn
Thomas Postlewait Aurora Valentinetti
Principal Lecturer Barry Witham
Catherine Madden Jack Wolcott
Senior Lecturers
Bridget Connors
Scott Hafso
L. Zane Jones
Skip Mercier

STAFF

Holly Arsenault, Director of External Relations
Josh Beerman, Front Office & Assistant to the Executive Director
Sue Bruns, Graduate Programs Advisor

Kathy Burch, Administrator

Andrea Bush, Property Master

Alex Danilchik, Scene Shop Manager

Josie Gardner, Costume Shop Manager

Caitlin Goldbaum, Undergraduate Advisor
Jennifer Law, Scenic Artist

Ian Lootens, Stage Technician

Avril Martinez, Stage Technician

Valerie Mayse, Costume Specialist

Jay McAleer, Master Electrician

Bobbin Ramsey, Constituent Relations Officer
Gretchen Shantz, Computer Specialist
Deborah Skorstad, Costume Lead

Anne Stewart, General Manager

Tres Tracy Ballon, Master Carpenter

Angela Weaver, Drama Librarian

Alan Weldin, Scenic Carpenter

MAJOR DONORS

We wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to all those who have made a
financial contribution to the School of Drama in the past year (July,
2015 — November 2016). Your gifts make a genuine impact in the lives
of our students, and in turn, within the greater theatre community.
Full list of donors at: drama.aav.edu/about/donors

$25,000+

Sarah Nash Gates

Floyd Jones

Laura McBride

Tomilynn & Dean McManus
Joan & Howard Voorheis

$10,000+

Judy & S. Ward Bushnell
Raymond James

John & Nadine Murray

Mark Gibson & Joseph Terteling
Jeffrey & Carin Towne

$5,000+

Anonymous (2)

Donald Correll

Daniel Gerler

Karen Koon

Dennis Tiffany

Nancy Wick & Maurice Warner

$2,000+

Anonymous

Stephen Alley & Amy Scott
Dr. Les & Therese Barnette
Sheri & Les Biller

Ken Cerniglia & Adrien Lanusse
Joanne Euster

Gary Fuller & Randy Everett
Everett Kent

Charles & Nancy Mertel

Rita & Steven Patti

Kerry & Jan Richards
Harvey Sadis & Harriet Cody
Susan & Alan Schulkin

Mya & Richard Ulrich

Sally West

Jean & Morton Wilhelm
Megan Pursell

$1000+

Adina Angle

Mr. Donald Chapman & Kay Chapman
Charitable Trust

Joan & Steve Goldblatt

Robert Jenkins

Ronald Leamon

Todd London & Karen Hartman

Danny McGinnis

Monica Ramsey

Dirk Sanders

GregRobin Smith

Avon & George Wilson

Barry & Margaret Witham

Sylvia Wolf & Duane Schuler

$500+

Marilyn & Emory Ackley

Richard Arnold

Kalman Brauner & Amy Carlson
Jack Clay

Kai Fujita

Richard Greene

Jameson Grus

C. Harold & Eleanor Wirum
Kathleen Hoban

Andrew & Mary McMasters
Kimberly & Robert Milham
Robert Monsen

Jocelyn Phillips & Warren Bakken
Suzanne Swanson & Wayne Salisbury
Deborah Trout

SCHOOL OF DRAMA ANGELS

Stephen Alley
Adina Angle
Therese Barnette
Kimberly Brangwin
Brad Edwards
Joanne Euster
Randy Everett
Mark Gibson

Joan Goldblatt
Robert Jenkins

Ron Leamon
Andrew McMasters
Scott Mertel
Robert Monsen
Nadine Murray
Monica Ramsey
Kerry Richards
Harvey Sadis
Richard Sloniker
Kyoko Wright
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