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THE WALK ACROSS AMERICA FOR MOTHER EARTH

written by TAYLOR MAC music by ELLEN MADDOW directed by ALI EL-GASSEIR
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Special Thanks: 5th Avenue Theatre, ACT Theatre, Book-It Repertory Theatre, Intiman Theatre, Seattle Children's Theatre, Seattle
Opera, Seattle Repertory Theatre, Theatre Puget Sound, UW Student Technology Fee, Washington Ensemble Theatre, Village Theatre.
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The Walk Across America for Mother Earth runs approximately 2 hours, including a 10 minute intermission.

ABOUT WASHINGTON ENSEMBLE THEATRE o

Now in its twelfth season, Washington Ensemble Theatre is committed to the creation of WAS

relevant, immediate, and bold theatrical events. Through collaborative artistic leadership M B I_
and decision making, The Ensemble empowers artists to have a daring theatrical voice. E N E
A resident company at 12th Avenue Arts in Seattle’s Capitol Hill neighborhood, its / THEATR
mission is to bring immediate and accessible theatre to a diverse audience. Learn more at

washingtonensemble.org.

The Walk Across America for Mother Earth is one of many collaborations between the School of Drama and the greater
Seattle theatre community taking place during the 2015—16 season. By partnering with organizations and individual
artists—including many alumni—the School is able to provide a leading-edge public education, connecting students

to their local and global communities. The occasion of our 75th Anniversary served as an impetus for this initiative—a
celebration of the contributions our faculty and alumni have made to the theatre field—and is one the School hopes to
carry on into our next 75 years. If you are interested in learning more, please get in touch!



ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Ali el-Gasseir, co-artistic director of Washington Ensemble
Theatre, is a Seattle-based director, actor, producer, and teacher.
He has performed for companies such as Berkeley Repertory
Theatre, ACT, Seattle Shakespeare Company, Shakespeare Santa
Cruz, and Theatre Rhinoceros. As a director, he has directed
throughout Seattle and California. Ali holds a Bachelor of Arts in
Theatre Arts from UC Santa Cruz with an emphasis in directing
and a Master of Arts in Theatre History and Criticism from San
Francisco State University.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

Taylor Mac (who uses “judy,” lowercase sic, not as a name but

as a gender pronoun) is a playwright, actor, singer-songwriter,
performance artist, director, and producer. Judy’s work has been
performed at New York City’s Lincoln Center, The Public Theatre
and Playwrights Horizons, the Sydney Opera House, American
Repertory Theatre, Stockholm’s Sdra Teatern, the Spoleto
Festival, the SF MOMA, and literally hundreds of other theatres,
museums, music halls, opera houses, cabarets, and festivals
around the globe. Judy is the author of seventeen full-length plays
and performance pieces including Hir (placed on the top ten
theater of 2015 lists of The New York Times, New York Magazine,
and Time Out NY), The Lily’s Revenge (Obie Award), The Walk
Across America for Mother Earth (named One of the Best Plays
of 2011 by The New York Times), The Young Ladies Of (Chicago’s
Jeff Award nomination for best solo), Red Tide Blooming (Ethyl
Eichelberger Award), The Be(a)st of Taylor Mac (Edinburgh
Festival’s Herald Angel Award), and in collaboration with Mandy
Patinkin, Susan Stroman and Paul Ford, Mac created The Last
Two People On Earth: An Apocalyptic Vaudeville, which judy is
performing/touring with Mr. Patinkin.

ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Ellen Maddow has been working in the theatre in New York as

a writer, composer, and performer for the last forty years. Born
in Los Angeles, California, the daughter of a screenwriter and

a modern dancer, she attended Hollywood High School and
received a BA in theatre from Antioch College in Ohio. She was
a member of the Open Theatre from 1971-1973 and is a founding
member of the Talking Band. She is the recipient of an OBIE
Award, a McKnight Playwriting Fellowship, the Frederick Loewe
Award in Musical Theatre, and a NYFA Playwriting Fellowship.
She was a participant in the NEA/TCG Theatre Residency
Program for Playwrights and received a New York Theatre.com
People of the Year Award. She is an alumna of New Dramatists.

RECOMMENDED READING

Radical Street Performance: An International Anthology edited
by Jan Cohen-Cruz (1998)

Theatre of the Oppressed by Augusto Boal (1979)
A Dictionary of Theatre Anthropology by Eugenio Barba (1991)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Brooklyn Bridge

by Melissa James Gibson

a co-production with Seattle Children's Theatre
Feb 25—Mar 20, Seattle Children's Theatre

Sons

by Oni Faida Lampley

New Play Workshop

in partnership w/ The Hansberry Project
Mar 4-6, Jones Playhouse

The Language Archive

by Julia Cho

directed by Parker Kennedy

produced by the Undergraduate Theater Society
Mar 3-13, Cabaret Theatre

Lost & Founded: Empty Space Theatre
Free reading series
Mar 14, 7:30 PM, Meany Studio Theatre

People Sitting in Darkness
by Clarence Coo

New Play Workshop

in partnership w/ Azeotrope
Apr 1—3, Penthouse Theatre

CONTACT US

UW School of Drama
101 Hutchinson Hall

Box 353950

Seattle WA 98195-3950
206.543.5140

Website: drama.uw.edu
Facebook: UWDrama
Twitter: @UWDrama

UW Arts Ticket Office

1313 NE 41st St
206.543.4880

RESOURCE GUIDE:

http://guides.lib.uw.edu/schoolofdramapro-
ductions/thewalkacross

AUDIENCE SURVEY

Let us know what you thought! Take our brief
survey at http://bit.ly/walk-survey

The Walk Across America for Mother Earth is
produced by special arrangement with Playscripts, Inc.




SCHOOL OF DRAMA
UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON

The University of Washington School of Drama develops innovative and courageous artists and scholars
poised to be the creative leaders of tomorrow. Our dynamic, award-winning faculty is dedicated to enabling
each student to reach their full potential and our alumni are advancing the artistic conversation through

innovative and diverse work across the globe.

We offer MFA degrees in acting, design, and directing, a four-year undergraduate liberal arts education in
Drama or Musical Theater, and a PhD in theatre history and criticism.

FACULTY AND STAFF

Executive Director, Todd London

FACULTY

Professors Senior Lecturers
Valerie Curtis-Newton Scott Hafso
Mark Jenkins Skip Mercier
Odai Johnson Judith Shahn
Geoff Korf

Todd London Karen Hartman
Thomas Lynch
. Lecturers
Associate Professors Geoffrey Alm
Jeffrey Fracé Andrew D. Smith
L. Zane Jones )
Scott Magelssen Emeritus Faculty
Deborah Trout Sarah Bryant—Bertaﬂ
Andrew Tsao Jack Clay
. Betty Comtois

Assistant I'Jrofessor Robert Dahlstrom
Stefka Mihaylova Bill Forrester
Affiliate Professor Robert Hobbs
Thomas Postlewait Aurora Valentinetti

. Barry Witham
Principal Lecturer Jack Wolcott
Catherine Madden

STAFF

Jordan Baker, scenic artist

Josh Beerman, office assistant

Sue Bruns, graduate programs advisor
Kathryn Burch, administrator

Andrea Bush, property master

Christine Charters, fiscal specialist

Alex Danilchik, scene shop manager
Katrina Ernst, external relations associate
Josie Gardner, costume shop manager
Caitlin Goldbaum, undergraduate advisor
Ezra Homison, assistant to the general manager
Avril Martinez, sound technician

Valerie Mayse, costume specialist

Jay McAleer, master electrician

Sam Read, director of external relations
Justin Roberts, technical director
Gretchen Shantz, computer specialist
Deborah Skorstad, costume lead

Anne Stewart, general manager

Tres Tracy Ballon, master carpenter
Angela Weaver, drama librarian

Alan Weldin, scenic carpenter

Senior Artist-in-Residence

ADVISORY BOARD

Mark Gibson, Chair
Andrew McMasters, Vice Chair
Stephen Alley
Adina Angle
Therese Barnette
Kimberly Brangwin
Joanne Euster
Randy Everett
Kathy Page Feek
Joan Goldblatt
Robert Jenkins

Ron Leamon

Mark Levine

Scott Magelssen, faculty rep.
Scott Mertel

Dr. Robert Monsen
Nadine Murray

Monica Ramsey

Kerry Richards

Harvey Sadis

Richard Sloniker

Howard Voorheis

Joan Voorheis

Kyoko Matsumoto Wright

MAJOR DONORS

We wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to all those who have made a
financial contribution to the School of Drama in the past year (Jan 1,
2015 — Feb 3, 2016). Your gifts make a genuine impact in the lives of
our students, and in turn, within the greater theatre community. Full
list of donors at: drama.aaw.edu/about/donors

$15,000+

The Estate of Sarah Nash Gates
Floyd Jones

Joan & Howard Voorheis

$5000+

Sheri and Les Biller Family Foundation
Judy & S. Ward Bushnell

Donald Correll

Mark Gibson & Joe Terteling

John & Nadine Murray

Dennis Tiffany

Nancy Wick & Maurice Warner

$2,000+

Stephen Alley & Amy Scott
Kenneth Cerniglia & Adrien Lanusse
Donald & Kay Chapman
Joanne Euster

Daniel Gerler

Everett Kent

Jeffrey Meyer & Heidi Wolf
Rita & Steven Patti

Kerry & Jan Richards

Sally West

Jean & Morton Wilhelm

$1,000+

Dr. Les & Therese Barnette
Kalman Brauner & Amy Carlson
Gary Fuller & Randy Everett
Danny McGinnis

Joan & Steve Goldblatt

Mark Levine & John Keppeler
Scott & Tanya Mertel

Monica Ramsey

Harvey Sadis & Harriett Cody
Mya & Richard Ulrich

Barry & Margaret Witham
Sylvia Wolf & Duane Schuler

$500+

Marilyn & Emory Ackley

Jack Clay

Kai Fujita

Richard Karl Greene

Philip Heier

Todd London & Karen Hartman
Charles & Nancy Mertel

Robert Monsen

Jocelyn Phillips & Warren Bakken
Dirk Sanders

Suzanne Swanson & Wayne Salisbury
The Walt Disney Company
Deborah Trout

Avon & George Wilson

C. Harold & Eleanor Wirum
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