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TROJAN WOMEN: A LOVE STORY

written by CHARLES L. MEE directed by CODY HOLLIDAY HAEFNER

Made possible with generous support from Joan and Howard Voorheis

This performance is dedicated to Floyd Jones (October 4th 1927 - January 5th 2018), who believed above all
in giving back. Devoted to the arts and the fight for social justice, Floyd had a tremendous impact on
the School of Drama. We will never forget him.
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The play runs about 2 hours and 30 minutes including one 15-minute intermission
This play contains nudity, violence, strong language, sexual content, strobe effects, and fog

The Trojan Women: A Love Story script was provided by the (re)making project.



ABOUT THE DIRECTOR

Cody Holliday Haefner is a director and devised theatre artist in his
second year of UW Drama’s MFA Directing Program. Trojan Women:

A Love Story will be his first mainstage show at UW. He directed Mike
Bartlett’s Cock as a lab project last March. Cody holds a BA in Drama and
Theatre Arts from Columbia University, and was a co-founder of New York
theatre company The Brewing Dept. (TBD) where he directed a revival of
Ibsen’s The Lady from the Sea, an original devised work HamletGhosts,
and the world premiere of Sylvia Khoury’s The Arab.

ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT

Charles L. Mee has written Big Love and True Love and First Love,
bobrauschenbergamerica and Limonade tous les Jours, Orestes 2.0 and
Iphigenia 2.0, and Summertime and Wintertime among other plays. He is the
recipient of the lifetime achievement award from the American Academy of
Arts and Letters and an Obie award for Big Love. He is a frequent collaborator
of directors Tina Landau and Anne Bogart, among others, and his plays have
been performed at the Wilma Theatre, New York Theatre Workshop, Actors’
Theatre of Louisville, BAM, the Public Theatre, Berkeley Repertory Theatre,
the Guthrie Theater, Seattle Repertory Theatre, ACT Theatre, and many
others.

DIRECTOR'S NOTE

I don’t think it’s surprising that Chuck Mee’s adaptation of Trojan Women
feels so relevant in the current moment, but it is tragic. Tragic that decades
after he wrote it - and thousands of years after Euripides’s original - the
cycle of violence continues, perpetuated by the same things that have fu-
eled war and human suffering for centuries: patriarchy, unchecked capi-
talism, and privilege’s great blindness to inequality. But it’s not surprising,
because the story is the same. Toxic masculinity infects us all and countless
lives are destroyed.

This play exists simultaneously in the past and the present, thousands of
years ago in Troy/Carthage and in America (and any of the countries we've
invaded) in 2018, because this great cycle of violence knows no end or
border. For the most part we have retained the text as written (for those
who do not know Mee’s work, he grants artists great freedom to make
alterations), though to achieve a work closer to what I think Mee originally
intended, we have updated some of the songs and added a small amount of
text from the survivors of drone warfare.

-Cody Holliday Haefner, Director

PLAYWRIGHT'S NOTE

Trojan Women 2.0 was developed--with Greg Gunter as dramaturg--the way
Max Ernst made his Fatagaga pieces at the end of World War I: incorporating
shards of our contemporary world, to lie, as in a bed of ruins, within the frame
of the classical world. It incorporates, also, texts by the survivors of Hiroshima
and of the Holocaust, by Slavenka Drakulic, Zlatko Dizdarevic, Georges
Bataille, Sei Shonagon, Elaine Scarry, Hannah Arendt, the Kama Sutra, Amy
Vanderbilt, and the Geraldo show.

-Charles L. Mee, Playwright
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RECOMMENDED READING

Euripides’ Trojan Women

Charles Mee’s notes on the (re)making
project
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CONTACTUS
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AUDIENCE SURVEY

Let us know what you thought! Take
our brief survey at:
http://bit.ly/uw-trojan-women




SCHOOL OF DRAMA
UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON

The University of Washington School of Drama develops innovative and courageous artists and scholars

poised to be the creative leaders of tomorrow. Our dynamic, award-winning faculty is dedicated to enabling

each student to reach their full potential and our alumni are advancing the artistic conversation through
innovative and diverse work across the globe.

We offer MFA degrees in acting, design, and directing, a four-year undergraduate liberal arts education in
Drama or Musical Theatre, and a PhD in theatre history and criticism.
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MAJOR DONORS

We wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to all those who have made a
financial contribution to the School of Drama in the past year (Jan. 1,
2017 - Jan. 12, 2018). Your gifts made a genuine impact in the lives of
our students, and in turn, within the greater theatre community. Full
list of donors at: drama.aaw.edu/about/donors
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